
 

 

December 2017 Newsletter 

Welcome to the Wide Open Agriculture (WOA) December Newsletter.   It’s been a busy few 

months for the company with major milestones achieved across all business streams and even 

bigger plans in place for the coming year.   

Chief among them is WOA’s goal to list on the Australian Stock Exchange, with an IPO expected to 

launch in March.  Vegetable production is expanding rapidly while fresh new branding and packaging 

of our Food for ReasonsTM products will spearhead a push into independent retailers. 

Standby for an exciting 2018! 

 

WOA Listing on the ASX in early 2018 

WOA is excited to be moving closer to towards ASX listing with an Initial Public Offering (IPO) 

expected to launch in March 2018, pending ASX and ASIC approvals. WOA will seek to raise 

$A5million at $0.20 per share with a minimum subscription of A$2,000. 

The WOA business model is a vertically integrated food and agriculture company comprising land 

assets, protected cropping and our food brand, Food for ReasonsTM.   

We are seeking strong, sustainable financial returns and are committed to making a positive impact 

on the communities and ecosystems in which we operate.  We are focused on improving 

biodiversity, enhancing soil health and creating new jobs and enterprises in Western Australia’s 

Wheatbelt.  



 

 

 

Our commitment to the Wheatbelt is strong and determined.  Managing Director Ben Cole and 

Chairman Anthony Maslin (Maz) will be conducting IPO Investor Presentations across the Wheatbelt 

in February 2018.  WOA will also host IPO events in Perth and across Australia in March 2018.  

We hope as many Wheatbelt residents, West Australians, Australians and impact investors as 

possible choose to participate in the Offer and join us as consumers of our delicious, fresh veggies 

and soon-to-be-released packaged foods.  

We believe that real change comes through people coming together and striving for a better world.  

Buying shares in WOA is a statement of your belief that regenerative, diversified farming systems 

can deliver great outcomes. 

 

WOA Local Open Day 

WOA was pleased to open its doors for the first time at its Local Open Day in late November.  

Held at our operations hub at The Wedge Smart Shade House in Arthur River, more than 75 local 

Wheatbelt guests attended the event, coming from surrounding towns including Darkan, Katanning, 

Narrogin, Wagin, Kojonup and Williams.  

Head grower Damien Rigali and 

Managing Director Ben Cole toured 

guests through the Smart Shade 

House where they learned about 

WOA’s unique Agro-Ecology System 

which enhances and supercharges the 

health and nutrition of our veggies. 

Guests were fascinated by the water-

saving drip irrigation, cooling fogging 

system and use of organic pest 

control regimes. The inter-row 

cropping also was a key point of discussion and visitors were eager to learn about our ambitions to 

further promote soil health, which translates into even healthier food.   

Keep an eye out for an invitation to the next Open Days planned for early 2018. 



 

Update from the Wedge Smart Shade House       

Vegetable production is in full swing down at The Wedge Smart Shade House.  The team has also 

been busy implementing a unique Agro-ecology System to enhance and supercharge the health and 

nutrition of our veggies. 

Our growers are producing a huge 

variety of premium, spray-free 

veggies including lettuce, rainbow 

chard, carrots, zucchini, cucumbers, 

pak choi, beetroot, leeks, radishes, 

squash, multi-coloured beans, 

capsicums, eggplants, garlic, fresh 

herbs and tomatoes coming soon.  

Put simply, WOA’s Agro-ecology 

System is a regenerative or 

sustainable way of producing food 

that makes the best use of nature’s ‘goods and services’ without damaging these resources.   

 

Key aspects of the system include practices such as crop rotation, cover cropping and biological and 

mineral inputs (like worm juice extract!), to dramatically and naturally boost soil fertility.  This 

system packs extra vitality and nutrition into the plants and the food they produce.  

 

Another key feature of the Agro-ecology System is the planting of native shrubs, perennial and 

annual flowering plants and the creation of habitat for both land and aquatic animals to increase 

biodiversity. Inside the Shade House there will be barriers and strips of predator and pollinator 

attracting plants and a barrier around the perimeter of the two growing areas. 

 

Water is also captured and stored onsite and a grey water system irrigates productive land…there is 

even a composting toilet!  

 

WOA Bees 

Did you know our veggies now have their very own bees? 

 

With mentoring from farmer partner Caroline Rex, two 

beehives have been set up 100 metres from the Smart Shade 

House to aid with pollination services. In the future our hives 

will be used in Farmer Demonstration Workshops to increase 

the awareness of chemical use and their effects on bees.  

 

Once the red gum trees start flowering at Christmas, a second box will be put onto the hives and 

that’s when the honey production really starts!  

 

A recent hive inspection revealed the nucleus to be producing more bees and the queens are very 

quiet, meaning hopefully less stings and a more easily managed hive. 



 

Food for Reasons
TM

 

Our food marketing and distribution brand has had a busy few months with the launch of a new 

visual brand, new packaging and expansion of the Seasonal Veggie Box range as the summer crops 

start to flow through.  

The Summer Seasonal Veggie Boxes showcase a variety of fabulous quality, spray-free vegetables 

from the Smart Shade House’s ever increasing array of fresh produce. 

After listening to customers FFR has responded to demand and is now offering boxes in two sizes - 

small for 1-2 people and large for 3-4 people.    

Following the success of the WOA Local Open Day, there has also been increasing regional demand 

for our boxes and we are working towards expanding our regional distribution to include the town of 

Darkan. 

We have also launched fresh new branding, which we feel better represents who we are as a 

business and is a more holistic reflection of 

the landscape and growth.  The four leaves in 

our new logo reflect the 4 Reasons company 

philosophy, while the flowing green line aligns 

with WOA. Colours are strong but more 

'natural', aiming to stand-out in a highly 

competitive consumer facing environment.  

Another exciting development is our new 

tomato packaging.  Tomato harvest is due to 

start very soon, with large volumes of Roma, 

Red Grape and Medley tomatoes growing 

well.   To house these beauties we have 

developed some unique packaging that’s 

designed to get noticed and tell the FFR story.  

There is a growing trend towards packaged vegetables as it’s easy to just grab and go, however there 

has also been a push back against plastics.   To address this, we are using fully recyclable and 

compostable cardboard packaging to highlight our point of difference and drive demand.   

The FFR team is currently working towards distribution in independent retailers, including regional 

areas, as well as looking to different opportunities such as offering the Medley Packs into P&Cs, 

cafes, etc as an on-the-run, healthy snack.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Land for Reasons 

Land for Reasons continues to work 

with regenerative farming and 

ecological restoration partners to 

transition Wheatbelt land in order to 

restore natural functionality and long-

term productivity. 

LFR’s broadacre property in Buntine, 

situated in the Dalwallinu Shire, has 

been holistically planned to deliver 

returns from a cropping lease, fodder 

forage establishment and native bush 

regeneration.  

60,000 fodder shrubs have been successfully planted on the Buntine property, with seedlings 

planted in mid-August following reasonable rainfall, enabling successful plant establishment.  

This 100 hectare planting will support sheep or cattle grazing during the autumn/summer feed gap 

while acting to store carbon, build soil health and protect water quality.  

The three-year strategy is for livestock fed with the shrubs to be marketed under the Food for 

Reasons brand.  The planting is further demonstration of WOA’s capacity to manage land to achieve 

climate-resilient, profitable and diversified farming systems. The model is highly scalable and offers a 

pathway to develop WOA’s land asset subsidiary. 

 

Major Investor Visit 

WOA was excited to recently host 

Willem Ferwerda, the founder and CEO 

of cornerstone investor, Commonland.  

Flying in from Commonland’s Dutch 

headquarters in October, Mr Ferwerda 

visited WOA’s land assets in Buntine, 

met with Farm Advisory Council 

members Stuart McAlpine, Ian & Di 

Haggerty and Rob & Caroline Rex, and 

toured The Wedge Smart Shade House in 

Arthur River. 

After hearing about WOA’s 

diversification projects and vision for the coming year, Mr Ferweda commended WOA’s rapid 

progress and confirmed Commonland will continue to provide financial and project support over the 

next five years, as part of a 20 year commitment. 


